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Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 112 pages.
Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.3in.Cassins Sparrow (Aimophila cassinii) is a grassland species endemic to the
southwestern U. S. and northern Mexico. Its behavior and ecology have been shaped by these arid ecosystems
and the health of its populations is dependent on the availability of grasslands that contain a shrub component.
Populations of many grassland birds have experienced dramatic declines due to the loss and deterioration of
grassland habitats, and there has been concern about the trends in Cassins Sparrow populations. Without
better information about population trends, ecology, and effects of management activities, and without a
stronger emphasis on grassland management, Cassins Sparrows and other grassland species may continue to
experience declines. Little information exists about historic Cassins Sparrow population levels, and current
population estimates for states in the breeding range are unknown. Significant survey-wide declines are
documented by the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) between 1966 and 1996. However, closer examination of these
data suggest that the survey-wide trends are driven by population declines in the Edwards Plateau and South
Texas Brushlands in Texas. No other areas within the core of its range or on the periphery show consistent,
significant trends. In fact, there is consensus that in the core of its range in New Mexico Cassins Sparrow
remains the most abundant breeding bird in grasslands with a shrub component. Understanding of population
patterns in this species is complicated by large yearly fluctuations in distribution and numbers at any particular
location, apparently in response to precipitation. This is particularly obvious in the periphery of its range. These
dramatic fluctuations have hampered a clear assessment of population status, and our understanding has
been confounded by the fact that the timing of BBS data collection does not always...
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