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Astra: An Ode Mr. Chairman, Fellow-Members of Phi Beta Kappa, Ladies and Gentlemen: Nearly five generations
of men have come and gone since this society sprang into life; its purpose the nurture and encouragement of
liberal studies by a public recognition of those whose young steps have begun worthily to tread the pathways of
the humanities. The idols that men rear and worship change as men change. And time sheds tears or bestows
mockery on the broken images of the ideals that have been but are no more. No symbol that has roused the
spirit of human devotion is a thing wholly unworthy or without its significance. It is of some of these idols in
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the swiftly running chain of time. It rivets the eye but for a moment. He that neglects the past neglects that
which has made him what he is. He that neglects the promises and the warnings of the present as to things to
come, as to things which he may help to shape in their coming, is already floating, a mere piece of wreckage on
the ocean of time. About the Publisher Forgotten Books...
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