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1889 In examination of the various shorthand publications reveals the fact that, with the exception of a few
slight references to Gales and Seaton, no account is given in any of them of what was said and done in
Congress, after the adoption of the Federal Constitution, in regard to reporting the early Congressional debates.
It may be of interest, therefore, to present a brief outline of the proceedings on this subject, as they appear
scattered through numerous volumes, and covering a period of forty years. The remarks of the speakers, as
given in this paper, have been condensed to a considerable extent. The first book in which the debates were
published is the Congressional Register, or the Proceedings and Debates in the First House of Representatives,
(N. Y., 1789-91, )in three volumes, by Thomas Lloyd, a shorthand writer of some note in his time. A few facts in
regard to Lloyd may be of interest. In 1788 he reported the debates of the Pennsylvania Convention, called for
the purpose of ratifying the Federal Constitution. It seems that he had applied to the convention for the place of
assistant clerk, and when his request was refused, he determined to report the debates and print them on his
own account. His advertisesment promised that the debates should be taken down accurately in shorthand.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the...
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