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I am to expect with the lady you mother. The happiest that can befal you, was the answer, and a bond of twenty
thousand pounds cancelled on your weddingday. With these words Ap Owen left the room, , whilst poor Philip,
silenced but not satisfied, made no further eflfort to detain him. . Though Mrs. Rachel De Lancaster had some
grounds for expecting a proposal, she had no such plea upon the score of actual promise as could constitute a
claim so peremptory as now was urged upon him; and with all the partiality he had ever felt or expressed for
the widow, it may well be doubted if his dread of marriage would not in all cases have outweighed his hopes of
happiness. But now, crest-fallen and spiritless, in a strange country, which he dare not quit, and conscious, that,
except within the walls of his far-distant home, he had not in the world a friend, to whom he could unbosom his
sorrows and appeal for succour and advice, he poignantly felt...
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