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illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: . . . return to the surface in their dung all those constituents of the crop which
are not used in their bodies in building up their bones and flesh, or cast out into the atmosphere in their breath
and perspiration. The chief substances returned to the soil in this way are most of the inorganic substances,
potash, sulphuric acid, and c, and some nitrogen; so that, when the roots and dung are all ploughed in, the soil
is enriched with a large quantity of plant food suitable for the next crop. Green Crops ploughed in. But
sometimes the whole of the green crop is ploughed into the soil, and, in fact, is grown for that purpose only.
Clover and grass being perennial plants, that is, able to grow for several years from the same roots, are oCen
cut the first year, and then being allowed to grow up the second year, the whole crop is ploughed in. Other
crops are grown specially for this purpose. The seeds of turnips, rye, lupins, vetches, white mustard, and other
plants are sown; and when the young plants are strong and green, the whole crop is ploughed in to enrich the
soil. The best time to do this is just when the flower begins to open, because then the plant is in its best condition
and yields the greatest amount of plant food. Green manuring is a very perfect way of restoring fertility to the
soil, for the plants have...
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