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UNIVERSAL NEWBORN HEARING SCREENING: SYSTEMATIC REVIEW
TO UPDATE THE 2001 U.S. PREVENTIVE SERVICES TASK FORCE
RECOMMENDATION: EVIDENCE SYNTHESIS NUMBER 62

Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 74 pages.
Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.2in.This systematic evidence review updates a prior review for the U. S.
Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) on universal newborn hearing screening (UNHS) to detect moderate to
severe permanent, bilateral congenital hearing loss (PCHL). In 2001, based on results of a prior systematic
evidence review, the USPSTF concluded that the evidence was insuCicient to recommend for or against routine
screening of newborns for PCHL during the postpartum hospitalization (I Recommendation). The USPSTF
provided additional specific conclusions about the evidence. They determined that methods of screening using
otoacoustic emissions (OAEs) and auditory brainstem response (ABR) are highly accurate for identifying PCHL
in newborns, and UNHS leads to earlier identification and treatment of infants with PCHL. They found that
evidence was inconclusive regarding whether earlier treatment resulting from newborn screening leads to
clinically important improvement in speech and language skills at age 3 years and beyond because existing
studies had design limitations. The USPSTF considered that earlier identification and intervention may improve
the quality of life during the first year of life, and prevent regret by the family over delayed diagnosis of PCHL,
but limited data addressing these benefits existed. They were not able to determine whether potential benefits
outweighed the potential harms of false-positive tests. This update focuses on critical evidence gaps that were
unresolved at the time of the 2001 recommendation, and utilizes the format and methods of the prior
systematic evidence review. The Joint Committee on Infant Hearing (JNIH), comprised of representatives from
audiology, otolaryngology, pediatrics, education, and state speech and hearing programs, provides position
statements and establishes practice standards for early identification, intervention, and follow-up care for
infants and young children with hearing loss. According to the JCIH, hearing...
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