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Subject: Latin America -- Foreign relations -- United States. Excerpt: . . . and social factors that is setting the
Latin American stage for silver-tongued populist candidates who are skilled in the art of politics and can
assemble a following sizable enough to sweep them into office. Specifically, these leftist, populist candidates are
drawing attention to the degree of poverty within their countries, the reason for which will be discussed next.
Theres One for You, Nineteen for Me To declare that the LAC region is poor is misleading - it has wealth and
growth, just not for the majority of its people. A quick comparison of gross domestic product ( GDP ) per capita
( adjusted for purchasing power parity PPP ) by global region shows LAC countries are wedged securely
between the most economically advanced nations and the worlds poorest nations. The LACs 2004 figure of 7,
964 per person is less than the per capita GDP-PPP of people who reside in the countries belonging to the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development ( 27, 571 ) and 15 Central and Eastern Europe ( 8, 802
). However, this fig-ure is higher than that which is earned in a single year by the nearly four billion people who
live elsewhere around the world and is more than four times the current level found 16 in sub-Saharan Africa (
1, 946 ). Moreover, the LACs GDP-PPP per capita growth rate from the end of the Cold War until 2004 has been a
respectable 1. 1 percent, only slightly less than the world average of 1. 4 percent during that same 17...
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