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indexed. Not illustrated. 1833 Excerpt: .crime from murder to manslaughter. But it depends 1832. upon the time
elapsing between the blow and the injury; and also, whether the injury was inflicted with an instru-ment at the
moment in the possession of the party, or whe-ther he went to fetch it from another place. It is uncer-tain, in
this case, how long the prisoner was absent. The witness says from five to ten minutes, according to the best of
his knowledge. Unless attention is particularly called to it, it seems to me that evidence of time is very uncer-
tain. The prisoner may have been absent less than five minutes. There is no evidence that he went anywhere for
the knife. The father says, it was a knife he carried about with him, it was a common knife, such as a man in the
pri-soner s situation in life might have: for aught that appears, be might have gone a little way from the
deceased and then returned, still smarting under the blow he had receiv-ed. You will also take into
consideration the previous habits and connection of the deceased and the prisoner with respect to each other.
If there had been any old grudge between them, then the crime which the prisoner committed might be
murder. But it seems they had been long in habits of intimacy, and on the very night in ques-tion, about an
hour before the blow, they had been drinking in a friendly way together. If you think...
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