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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This is a novel of gold rush San
Francisco, a place and time so far out of the ordinary that, even in its day, it could scarcely be believed by those
who weren t there. Banker and future Union Army general William Tecumseh Sherman said he would sooner
throw candy among school children and expect its return than he would lend money to San Franciscans.
Supported by the city s lawyers and escaped Australian convicts, he would have directed cannon fire into the
Vigilante headquarters at the corner of California and Sacramento Streets except that Admiral Farragut would
not lend him his sloop-of-war. Lillie Coit began her career as a fire-obsessed eight-year-old who ran with the
volunteer firemen, translated Civil War dispatches for Emperor Louis Napoleon and finally donated $100,000 for
Coit Tower that stands above the city today. Be advised, this is not the gold rush of your school texts. This is a
city with a thousand men for every woman, the kind of unbalanced society only unsupervised men can create.
This tour goes from Belle Ryan s, the finest brothel on the Pacific Slope to the mean cribs and slave auction in
Chinatown. And your tour guide? The first of 6,000 teenage Chinese sex slaves imported into the city between
1852 and 1873. A further warning--you will encounter a number of politicians. Like ours, they were famous in
their day and are now blessedly forgotten, though some deserve revisiting. William Gwin was a Congressman
from Mississippi who joined the gold rush specifically to protect slavery by being sent to the U.S. Senate from
what he suspected would become a new state. He achieved...
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