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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Franco Dayla (illustrator). 229 x 152 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Dutch Courage is a collection of short stories
by Jack London that was originally published in 1922, about six years after his death. It gathers together ten
stories that had not been included in any of his previous short story collections. The preface by London s widow
Charmian, which is more confusing than helpful, states that the common thread that binds these stories
together is that they are all suitable for young audiences. Be that as it may, even though many of these stories
feature teenaged protagonists and were originally published in boy s pulp magazines like The Youth s
Companion, they don t seem as dumbed down or as tame as some of London s more obviously youth-oriented
fiction like the short stories in Tales of the Fish Patrol or the novel The Cruise of the Dazzler. However, you won t
find the sort of bleak fatalism that permeates famous London works like The Call of the Wild or To Build a Fire.
These stories are all straightforward examples of entertaining adventure fiction, devoid of philosophy or
politics. With one exception, the stories included in Dutch Courage are some of the first works London ever
wrote. London s first published story, Typhoon Off the Coast of Japan, written when he was 17, was the winning
entry in a writing contest sponsored by the San Francisco Morning Call. In this descriptive sketch, seal hunters in
their scattered boats struggle to return to their schooner before a big storm hits. Once safely on board, the
crew rides out the typhoon as it pummels their ship. It is an impressive piece of work for a teenager, and...
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